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St. Meletius of Antioch (381) St. Urban, Pope of Rome (230)
St. Alexis, Metropolitan of Moscow (1378) '
Miraculous Appearance of the Iveron Icon of the Theotokos (10" C)

» No Inquirer’s Class this week. Father is away at the Diocesan Pastoral Conference.
> Next Sunday is Meatfare Sunday — Parish Meatfare Dinner!

»40t Day Memorial for Fr. Ignatius Crockett — Saturday, Feb. 18, 5:00pm
»Looking Ahead: Great Lent begins with Forgiveness Sunday, February 26

Without Grace

+ Without the grace of God there can be no obedience on man’s part; nor is man ever abandoned by
that Good, without which no-good can be done. And if carrying out God’s commands proves difficult
or impossible for a man, he has no other course but to return to Him who commands, and who gives
His precept so that He may excite desire and provide help, as the Prophet says: “Turn your thoughts
to God and He will nourish you.” Or is anyone so insolently proud, is anyone so unscathed, does
anyone presume himself so immaculate, that he has no need of any renewal? Such a conviction were
utterly erroneous, and that man has grown old in excessive vanity who believes that amid the
temptations of this life he has been free of every wound. St. Leo the Great, Pope of Rome (461)

Nothing Worthy without Repentance

In the spiritual life we can do nothing worthy without repentance, but the Lord has much mercy
on us because of our intentions. He who compels himself and holds on to repentance until the
end, even if he sins is saved because he compelled himself, for the Lord promised this in the
Gospel. : St. Mark the Ascetic

If we desire to acquire faith -- the foundation of all blessings, the door to God's mysteries,
unflagging defeat of our enemies, the most necessary of all the virtues, the wings of prayer and the
dwelling of God within our soul -- we must endure every trial imposed by our enemies and by our
many and various thoughts. Only the inventor of evil, the devil, can perceive these thoughts or
uncover and describe them. But we should take courage; because if we forcibly triumph over the trials
and temptations that befall us, and keep control over our intellect so that it does not give in to the
thoughts that spring up in our heart, we will once and for all overcome all the passions; for it will not
be we who are victorious, but Christ, who is present in us through faith. St. Peter of Damascus

On Evil: Those who have realized how dangerous and evil is the life they lead, the devil
succeeds in keeping in his power mainly by the following simple, but all powerful
suggestion: “Later, later; tomorrow, tomorrow...” ~ St. Nicodemus the Hagiorite (1809)






