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M Wed. Mar. 22 ~ 6:30pm — Presanctified Liturgy
W Friday, Mar. 24~ 6:30pm - Great Vespers — Feast of the Annunciation
¥ Sat. March 25 ~10:00am - Divine Liturgy — Feast of the Annunciation

» Many Years! Newly lllumined! ~ Andrew Mcintosh, John Chambers, & Akylina Miller!
The Power of the Cross

¥  "Unspeakable is the power of the Cross. For that being actually in the midst of horrors, He should
have shown Himself above all horrors; and being in the enemy's hold should have overcome; this
comes of Infinite Power. For as in the case of the Three Children, their not entering the furnace would
not have been so astonishing, as that having entered in they trampled upon the fire—and in the case
of Jonah, it was a greater thing by far, after he had been swallowed by the fish, to suffer no harm from
the monster, than if he had not been swallowed at all—so also in regard of Christ; His not dying would
not have been so inconceivable, as that having died He should loose the bands of death. Say not
then, why did He not help Himself on the Cross? for He was hastening on to close conflict with death
himself. (See Hooker, E. P. v. 48. 9.) He descended not from the Cross, not because He could not,
but because He would not. For Him Whom the tyranny of death restrained not, how could the nails of
the Cross restrain?" -St. John Chrysostom

St. Porphyrios of Kavsokalyvia (+1991)

® We should seek that the will of God be done. This is the most beneficial, the safest way for us and
for everyone to pray.

Christ will give us all riches. When there is even a little egotism, however, nothing occurs. When God
does not give us something which we are persistently asking for, He has His reason. God has His
"secrets". If you do not show obedience (to your priest or spiritual father), and you don't have
humility, the prayer (i.e. "Lord Jesus Christ, have mercy on me") does not come, and there is a fear of
delusion. :

The (Jesus) prayer should not become chore. Pressuring can bring opposition within us, and cause
something bad. Many have sickened with the prayer, because they said it with pressure. And also, of
course, when you make it a chore. But this isn't healthy.

Wherever you are, on a stool, on a chair, in the car, everywhere, on the road, in school, in the office,
at work, you can say the prayer, the "Lord Jesus Christ, have mercy on me," gently, without pressure,
without asphyxiation.

Meaning in prayer comes not from length of time, but from the state. You may only pray for five
minutes, but it should be offered to God with love and longing. One can pray the whole night, and this
five-minute prayer can surpass it. This is a mystery, of course, but this is how it is. 2d






